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Consolidated B-24 Liberator
The Consolidated B-24 Liberator was built in greater numbers
than any other American plane of World War II—18,188. The B-
24 was manned by a crew of 10 and carried a 8,800-pound
bombload. Powered by four 1,200-horse power Pratt & Whitney
radial engines, it had 10 defensive machine guns, had a top
speed of 290 miles per hour and a range of 2,100 miles. Its most
distinctive feature was its slender 110-foot-long wing, which
housed tanks holding 2,364 gallons of fuel and the main landing
gear, which folded up between the engines.

8

The B-24 was a common sight on 8th USAAF
airfields in East Anglia and across the world
as more than 18,000 were built during the
course of the war. Crewed by eleven men, this
bomber could carry almost 9,000 pounds of
bombs deep into enemy territory.

Consolidated B-24 Liberator



5756

55

5453

52

5150

49

48

47

46
45

44
43 42

41

40
39

38
37

36
35

34

33

32
31

30

29

28
27

26 25

24
23

2221

20

19

18 17
16
1514

13

12

1110

9

8

7

6

54

3

2
1

Lockheed P-38 Lightning Fighter
Powered by two 1,425-horse power
liquid-cooled engines, the P-38 had a top
speed of 414 miles per hour and carried
a 20-mm cannon and four machine guns
in its nose. Designed as a high-altitude
interceptor, the P-38 shot down more
Japanese planes during World War II
than any other U.S. fighter.
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Known as “der Gabelschwanz Teufel” (the Fork-tailed Devil)
by German pilots the P-38 Lightning was an all-purpose
fighter aircraft that flew as part of the 8th USAAF’s
Fighter Command. It was the only US fighter that was in
production during the entirety of the war.
When not used for long-range escort missions, the P-38
would be used to attack small ground targets and enemy
airfields.

Lockheed P-38 Lightning
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North American P-51 Mustang
Six wing-mounted machine guns, a top
speed of 437 miles per hour and
unmatched maneuverability made the
P-51 a brilliant fighter. The Mustang
was one of the most famous planes of
World War II with more than 15,000
built.

10

One of the most iconic fighters of the war,
the P-51 Mustang was first used by the RAF in
1942 before entering service with the USAAF.
Its exceptional range allowed it to escort
bomber groups all the way to Berlin and back.
By the end of the war it was the most common
fighter in the 8th USAAF’s Fighter Command.

North American P-51 Mustang


